
Living From the Reality of 
Kingdom Glory

John Himmelberger



Copyright © 2026 by John Himmelberger

All rights reserved.

No portion of this book may be reproduced in any form without written permission from the publisher or 
author, except as permitted by U.S. copyright law.



CONTENTS

1. Intro 1

2. Focus 2

3. Key Truth 3

4. Teaching Flow 4

5. What Mark 9 Is Really Doing 20

6. Immature Life 22

7. Mature ,Life 23

8. Deep Activation 24

9. Declarations 25

10. Final Thought 27





INTRO

Mark 1 revealed the Kingdom had arrived.

Mark 2 revealed forgiveness.

Mark 3 revealed alignment.

Mark 4 revealed trust.

Mark 5 revealed freedom.

Mark 6 revealed provision.

Mark 7 revealed the transformed heart.

Mark 8 revealed Kingdom perspective.

But another question now emerges.

What happens after our eyes begin to open?

What happens when we receive a revelation of who Jesus is?

Does revelation lead us away from human need?

Does spiritual glory make us more important than others?

Or does seeing Jesus clearly transform the way we live among them?

Mark 9 reveals that Kingdom maturity develops when the glory we encounter 
produces faith, humility, service, and radical love.



FOCUS

Mark 9 reveals that Kingdom maturity grows when revelation of Jesus trans-
forms the way we respond to weakness, failure, ambition, and the people 
around us.



KEY TRUTH

Kingdom glory is not revealed through self-exaltation.

It is revealed through surrendered faith, humble service, and transforming love.



TEACHING FLOW

1. The Glory of Jesus Must Become Our Clearest Reality

Mark 9:1–8

Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up a mountain.

There He is transgbured fecore them.

His lMothinb felomes radiant.

Eoses appears.

jMiyah appears.

The bMorv oc Heawen felomes wisifMe.

Peter does not knoF hoF to respond.

He subbests fuiMdinb three sheMters.

Then the :ather speaks“

SThis is Ev feMowed Lon. ”isten to Him.W

xhen the dislipMes Mook abain, thev see no one eKlept Jesus.

Truth

Binbdom maturitv keeps Jesus at the lenter oc ewerv spirituaM eKperienle.

Deeper Insight
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Peter Fants to preserwe the moment.

He Fants to fuiMd somethinb around the eKperienle.

Nut the :ather redirelts his attention.

Iot to the mountain.

Iot to Eoses.

Iot to jMiyah.

Iot ewen to the manicestation oc bMorv.

To Jesus.

SThis is Ev feMowed Lon. ”isten to Him.W

LpirituaM enlounters are waMuafMe, fut thev are newer the destination.

Thev are meant to reweaM the Binb more lMearMv.

The eKperienle ewentuaMMv passes.

Jesus remains.

Gold Nugget

The purpose oc reweMation is not to make us caslinated Fith an eKperienle.

-t is to make us more attentiwe to Jesus.

2. Revelation Must Descend Into Real Life

Mark 9:9–13

The dislipMes must lome doFn crom the mountain.

Jesus teMMs them not to speak afout Fhat thev hawe seen untiM acter His resurz
reltion.

Thev strubbMe to understand.

Thev hawe seen bMorv.
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Nut thev stiMM do not understand suqerinb.

Thev relobniRe the mountain.

Thev do not vet understand the lross.

Truth

Binbdom maturitv larries reweMation into pMales oc loncusion, pain, and need.

Deeper Insight

The dislipMes lannot remain on the mountain.

There is a suqerinb camiMv Faitinb feMoF.

There are loncused dislipMes.

There is spirituaM opposition.

There is a ForMd stiMM needinb restoration.

Binbdom bMorv is not an eslape crom human frokenness.

-t eAuips us to enter it Fith the presenle oc Jesus.

The mountain reweaMs Fho Jesus is.

The waMMev reweaMs Fhether that reweMation has lhanbed us.

Gold Nugget

jwerv mountaintop reweMation ewentuaMMv asks to felome caithcuMness in the 
waMMev.

3. Yesterday’s Authority Cannot Replace Today’s Dependence

Mark 9:14–18

Jesus returns to gnd a lroFd surroundinb the other dislipMes.

YeMibious Meaders are arbuinb Fith them.

’ cather has froubht his son, Fho is tormented fv an unlMean spirit.
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The dislipMes tried to driwe it out.

Thev louMd not.

This is surprisinb.

Jesus had aMreadv biwen them authoritv.

Thev had aMreadv last out demons.

Nut prewious sulless does not buarantee present dependenle.

Truth

Binbdom authoritv must lontinuaMMv ?oF crom present reMationship Fith Jesus.

Deeper Insight

The dislipMes possessed historv.

Thev possessed eKperienle.

Thev possessed testimonv.

Nut thev Fere unafMe to frinb creedom in this moment.

!esterdavDs ofedienle lannot sufstitute cor todavDs lonneltion.

!esterdavDs reweMation lannot repMale todavDs trust.

’uthoritv is not a spirituaM telhniAue Fe Mearn to operate independentMv.

-t lontinuaMMv ?oFs crom aMibnment Fith the Binb.

The dislipMes had onle ministered sullesscuMMv.

Nut sulless mav hawe tempted them to reMv on Fhat had Forked fecore.

Binbdom maturitv newer loncuses prewious cruit Fith present dependenle.

Gold Nugget

Past authoritv felomes emptv corm Fhen it is separated crom present intimalv.
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4. Honest Faith Is Stronger Than Pretended Certainty

Mark 9:19–24

The cather frinbs his son to Jesus.

He savs“

S-c !ou lan do anvthinb, hawe lompassion on us and heMp us.W

Jesus responds“

S-c !ou lanG ’MM thinbs are possifMe cor one Fho feMiewes.W

-mmediateMv the cather lries“

S- feMiewe. HeMp mv unfeMiecCW

Truth

Binbdom maturitv frinbs foth caith and strubbMe honestMv to Jesus.

Deeper Insight

The cather does not pretend.

He does not eKabberate his longdenle.

He does not hide his cear fehind reMibious Manbuabe.

He frinbs Jesus the caith he has.

He aMso frinbs Jesus the unfeMiec stiMM gbhtinb Fithin him.

Jesus does not reyelt him cor feinb lon?ilted.

The manDs honestv felomes an eKpression oc caith.

He feMiewes enoubh to ask Jesus cor heMp Fith the part oc him that stiMM strubbMes 
to feMiewe.

Eaturitv is not the afsenle oc inner lon?ilt.

-t is knoFinb Fhere to frinb that lon?ilt.
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Gold Nugget

:aith is not pretendinb douft does not eKist.

:aith frinbs douft into the presenle oc Jesus.

5. Jesus Restores What Darkness Has Tried to Destroy

Mark 9:25–27

Jesus lommands the spirit to Meawe.

The fov caMMs to the bround.

He appears dead.

The lroFd assumes the Forst.

Nut Jesus takes him fv the hand.

He Micts him up.

The fov stands.

Truth

The restorinb authoritv oc Jesus is breater than the destrultion laused fv darkz
ness.

Deeper Insight

:or a moment, creedom Mooks Mike death.

The fov Mies motionMess.

The lroFd lonlMudes that the storv is ower.

Nut Jesus is not gnished.

He takes the fov fv the hand.

This is the same pattern seen throubhout Eark.

Jesus speaks.
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Jesus toulhes.

Jesus Micts.

Jesus restores.

Oarkness had throFn the fov doFn repeatedMv.

Jesus raises him up permanentMv.

The enemvDs purpose Fas destrultion.

The BinbDs purpose is restoration.

Gold Nugget

xhat Mooks gnished to the lroFd mav stiMM fe heMd in the hand oc Jesus.

6. Some Breakthroughs Require Deeper Dependence

Mark 9:28–29

The dislipMes ask Jesus priwateMv“

Sxhv louMd Fe not last it outGW

Jesus ansFers“

SThis kind lannot fe driwen out fv anvthinb fut praver.W

Truth

Binbdom maturitv relobniRes that authoritv is sustained throubh dependenle 
upon :od.

Deeper Insight

Praver is not a cormuMa added to spirituaM authoritv.

Praver is the posture crom Fhilh authoritv ?oFs.

Praver alknoFMedbes“

- am not the sourle.
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- am not seMczsu;lient.

- lannot produle Binbdom outlomes throubh eqort aMone.

The dislipMes Fanted an eKpManation cor their caiMure.

Jesus pointed them falk to dependenle.

Lome resistanle eKposes pMales Fhere bictinb has outbroFn intimalv.

Lome fattMes reweaM Fhere Fe hawe febun reMvinb upon eKperienle more than 
lommunion.

Jesus does not shame the dislipMes.

He inwites them deeper.

Gold Nugget

Praver is not preparation cor Binbdom Fork.

Praver is partilipation in the Mice crom Fhilh Binbdom Fork ?oFs.

7. The Cross RedeEnes xvery x0pectation of Glory

Mark 9:3K–32

Jesus abain teMMs His dislipMes that He FiMM fe fetraved.

He FiMM fe kiMMed.

’cter three davs, He FiMM rise.

The dislipMes do not understand.

Thev are acraid to ask.

Thev hawe seen His bMorv.

Nut thev stiMM strubbMe to relonliMe bMorv Fith suqerinb.

Truth

Binbdom maturitv aMMoFs the lross to redegne our understandinb oc wiltorv.
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Deeper Insight

Human thinkinb assumes bMorv awoids suqerinb.

Jesus reweaMs a bMorv that enters suqerinb and transcorms it.

The dislipMes eKpelt lonAuest.

Jesus speaks oc surrender.

Thev eKpelt wisifMe triumph.

Jesus speaks oc death and resurreltion.

The lross does not lontradilt the bMorv reweaMed on the mountain.

-t eKpMains it.

The bMorious Lon is aMso the suqerinb Lerwant.

The Binb lonAuers not fv proteltinb HimseMc, fut fv biwinb HimseMc.

Gold Nugget

Binbdom bMorv is not the poFer to awoid surrender.

-t is the Mowe that FiMMinbMv emfrales it.

8. bingdom Greatness Is Measured wy Service

Mark 9:33–35

The dislipMes arbue aMonb the road.

Thev are defatinb Fhilh oc them is the breatest.

Jesus asks Fhat thev Fere dislussinb.

Thev remain siMent.

Then Jesus sits doFn and savs“

S-c anvone FouMd fe grst, he must fe Mast oc aMM and serwant oc aMM.W
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Truth

Binbdom maturitv stops pursuinb position and febins emfralinb serwile.

Deeper Insight

The dislipMes hawe yust heard Jesus speak afout Mavinb doFn His Mice.

Their neKt lonwersation is afout their oFn importanle.

This reweaMs hoF deepMv human amfition resists the pattern oc the Binbdom.

The ForMd degnes breatness fv wisifiMitv.

-n?uenle.

Ltatus.

’uthoritv ower others.

Jesus degnes breatness fv serwile.

The breatest person in the room is not nelessariMv the one releiwinb the most 
attention.

-t mav fe the person AuietMv larrvinb the furdens oc ewervone eMse.

Jesus does not londemn their desire cor breatness.

He transcorms their degnition oc it.

Gold Nugget

-n the Binbdom, the path upFard aMFavs Meads doFnFard into serwile.

9. Ho= We Receive the Overlooked Reveals Ho= We Receive Jesus

Mark 9:36–37

Jesus takes a lhiMd.

He pMales the lhiMd amonb them.

Then He emfrales the lhiMd.
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Sxhoewer releiwes one sulh lhiMd in Ev name releiwes Ee.W

<hiMdren possessed MittMe soliaM status.

Thev louMd oqer no adwanlement.

Io in?uenle.

Io relobnition.

!et Jesus pMales a lhiMd at the lenter.

Truth

Binbdom maturitv relobniRes the presenle oc Jesus in those Fho lannot repav 
us.

Deeper Insight

The dislipMes are arbuinb afout prominenle.

Jesus responds fv emfralinb someone Fithout prominenle.

’ lhiMd louMd not inlrease their reputation.

’ lhiMd louMd not open important doors.

’ lhiMd louMd not adwanle their position.

Jesus tealhes that releiwinb the owerMooked is releiwinb Him.

Binbdom serwile is not measured fv hoF Fe treat poFercuM peopMe.

-t is reweaMed fv hoF Fe treat those Fho appear to oqer us nothinb.

Gold Nugget

!ou reweaM hoF mulh vou waMue Jesus fv hoF vou releiwe peopMe Fho lannot 
inlrease vour importanle.

1K. The bingdom Is Larger Than Our Circle

Mark 9:38–41
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John reports that someone outside their broup Fas driwinb out demons in JesusD 
name.

The dislipMes tried to stop him.

xhvG

SHe Fas not coMMoFinb us.W

Jesus responds“

SOo not stop him.W

Sxhoewer is not abainst us is cor us.W

Truth

Binbdom maturitv leMefrates Fhat Jesus is doinb fevond our oFn broup.

Deeper Insight

The dislipMes loncuse coMMoFinb Jesus Fith feMonbinb to their lirlMe.

The man is honorinb Jesus.

:reedom is happeninb.

The Binbdom is adwanlinb.

Nut the dislipMes are more lonlerned afout lontroM than cruit.

-mmaturitv asks“

S-s this person one oc usGW

Eaturitv asks“

S-s Jesus feinb honoredGW

The Binbdom does not feMonb to one ministrv.

=ne tradition.

=ne mowement.
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=ne lonbrebation.

=r one broup oc dislipMes.

Jesus is fuiMdinb somethinb Marber than anv lirlMe lan lontain.

Gold Nugget

xhen MovaMtv to our broup felomes breater than yov ower someoneDs creedom, 
our lirlMe has felome too smaMM.

11. Mature Love Protects the Faith of Others

Mark 9:42

Jesus biwes a sewere Farninb afout lausinb one oc His MittMe ones to stumfMe.

His Manbuabe is intentionaMMv stronb.

This matters deepMv to Him.

Truth

Binbdom maturitv takes responsifiMitv cor hoF our Miwes aqelt the spirituaM 
FeMMzfeinb oc others.

Deeper Insight

=ur creedom is newer permission to felome lareMess.

=ur Fords matter.

=ur eKampMe matters.

=ur Meadership matters.

=ur treatment oc wuMnerafMe peopMe matters.

Jesus does not measure maturitv onMv fv Fhat Fe personaMMv feMiewe.

He aMso lonsiders Fhat our Miwes produle in others.

Oo Fe strenbthen caithG
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Oo Fe make Jesus easier to trustG

Oo Fe lreate sacetv cor those Fho are MearninbG

=r do our pride, hvpolrisv, harshness, and seMgshness pMale ofstalMes in their 
pathG

Eature Mowe protelts Fhat :od is corminb in another person.

Gold Nugget

LpirituaM maturitv is reweaMed not onMv fv hoF FeMM vou FaMk, fut fv Fhether vour 
Mice heMps others keep FaMkinb.

12. Remove Whatever Prevents bingdom Life From Flo=ing

Mark 9:43–48

Jesus speaks stronbMv afout luttinb oq a hand, a coot, or remowinb an eve ic it 
lauses sin.

His Manbuabe is not a lommand to phvsilaMMv harm ourseMwes.

-t is a laMM to radilaM seriousness.

’nvthinb lontinuaMMv Meadinb us aFav crom Mice must fe loncronted.

Truth

Binbdom maturitv recuses to protelt Fhat lontinuaMMv produles destrultion.

Deeper Insight

Jesus is not tealhinb seMczmutiMation.

He is eKposinb the danber oc makinb peale Fith destrultiwe patterns.

The hand represents Fhat Fe do.

The coot represents Fhere Fe bo.

The eve represents Fhat shapes our desires and perspeltiwe.
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Jesus is savinb“

Oo not manabe Fhat is destrovinb vou.

Oo not rename it.

Oo not eKluse it.

Oo not protelt it felause it ceeMs camiMiar.

:rale does not make transcormation unnelessarv.

:rale makes transcormation possifMe.

The Binbdom restores us lompMeteMv, and maturitv FiMMinbMv reMeases Fhatewer 
resists that restoration.

Gold Nugget

xhatewer repeatedMv steaMs Mice shouMd not fe biwen a permanent pMale in vour 
Mice.

13. Let the Fire Produce Peace

Mark 9:49–5K

Jesus speaks oc gre.

He speaks oc saMt.

Then He savs“

SHawe saMt in vourseMwes, and fe at peale Fith one another.W

Truth

Binbdom maturitv aMMoFs :odDs regninb Fork to produle a Mice that preserwes 
peale.

Deeper Insight

:ire puriges.
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LaMt preserwes.

Noth imabes speak oc transcormation.

Binbdom maturitv is not mereMv afout dispMavinb poFer.

-t is afout felominb a person Fhose presenle protelts Fhat is bood.

’ mature feMiewer larries truth Fithout felominb harsh.

<onwiltion Fithout londemnation.

Ltrenbth Fithout domination.

Oistinltiweness Fithout diwision.

The dislipMes had arbued afout breatness.

Thev had tried to stop someone outside their broup.

Jesus ends fv laMMinb them to peale Fith one another.

The regninb Fork oc :od shouMd make us easier to Miwe Fith, not more di;luMt.

Gold Nugget

-c spirituaM gre does not produle humiMitv, Mowe, and peale, it has not gnished its 
Fork.



WHAT MARK 9 IS REALLY DOING

Mark 9 begins on a mountain.

The glory of Jesus becomes visible.

But the chapter does not remain there.

Jesus descends into a valley wlled Aith confusion.

U suPering child is restored.

U struggling father is met Aith compassion.

Knbelief is brought honestly to Jesus.

Rrayer restores dependence.

The cross redewnes glory.

Umbition is confronted.

U child becomes the model of Dingdom importance.

Ieligious competition is dismantled.

The vulnerable are protected.

xestructive patterns are confronted.

Reace becomes the wnal command.

Mark 9 reveals that spiritual glory is not measured by hoA high Ae climb.
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,t is measured by Aho Ae become Ahen Ae come doAn.

Dingdom maturity is not proven by the e'periences Ae describe.

,t is revealed through the faith( humility( service( holiness( and peace those 
e'periences produce.



IMMATURE LIFE

Values spiritual experiences more than obedience

Wants to remain on the mountain

Depends upon yesterday’s success

Pretends to possess perfect faith

Avoids honest questions

Seeks position and recognition

Measures greatness by visibility

Overlooks people who oBer no advantage

Kecomes territorial about ministry

Protects group identity more than Iingdom fruit

Cgnores how personal behavior aBects others

Manages destructive patterns instead of removing them

'arries truth without peace



MATURE ,LIFE

Keeps Jesus at the center

Carries revelation into human need

Lives in present dependence upon God

Brings faith and unbelief honestly to Jesus

Trusts the restoring authority of the King

Cultivates authority through prayer

Embraces the pattern of the cross

DeWnes greatness through service

kelcomes the overlooPed

Celebrates Kingdom fruit beyond familiar circles

Rrotects the faith of vulnerable people

wemoves ,hatever produces destruction

Carries truth% humility% and peace



DEEP ACTIVATION

Where have I become more focused on a spiritual experience than on listening 
to Jesus?

What revelation from the mountain needs to become faithfulness in my valley?

Am I relying upon yesterday’s success instead of today’s dependence?

Where do I need to pray, “I believe. Help my unbelief”?

What situation have I assumed is wnished khile Jesus is still holding it?

Has gifting or experience begun to replace prayer in any area of my life?

Hok do I currently dewne greatness?

Who have I overlooDed because they could oCer me nothing in return?

Go I celebrate khat Jesus is doing outside my familiar group?

Kould any part of my example be maDing faith more di(cult for someone else?

What destructive pattern have I been managing instead of removing?

Is the rewning korD of )od producing greater humility, love, and peace kithin 
me?

What kould change this keeD if I believed that *ingdom glory is revealed 
through serving others?



DECLARATIONS

Jesus is the center of my life.

I listen to the beloved Son.

I carry revelation from the mountain into the valley.

I live in present dependence upon God.

I bring both my faith and my struggle honestly to Jesus.

I believe that all things are possible with the King.

Jesus restores what darkness has tried to destroy.

My authority Tows from intimacy and prayer.

I embrace the pattern of the cross.

I de ne greatness through humble service.

I receive the overlooked as I would receive Jesus.

I celebrate the work of God beyond my familiar circle.

My life strengthens the faith of others.

I release whatever resists the life of the Kingdom.

!he re ning work of God is producing humility within me.

I carry truth with love.
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I carry conviction with grace.

I have salt within myself.

I walk in peace with others.

!he glory of the King is transforming the way I live.



FINAL THOUGHT

Peter saw the glory of Jesus on the mountain.

The suvering father saw the authority of Jesus in the dalley.

The cispiAles saw their own limitations.

x philc ebAerienpec the emKrape of the Ding.

xn outsicer was welpomec.

The dulneraKle were Aroteptec.

xmKition was ponfrontec.

Mestruptide Aatterns were ebAosec.

Peape was pommancec.

kar9 I redeals that Dingcom glory is not simAly something we Keholc.

Bt is something that transforms us.

The mountain matters.

Hut we pannot remain there.

There are AeoAle waiting in the dalley.

There are Kurcens to parry.

There are philcren to welpome.
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There are cidisions to heal.

There are haKits to release.

There are AeoAle to serde.

The plearest edicenpe that we hade truly seen the glory of Jesus is not that our 
fapes shine.

Bt is that our lides Kegin to loo9 li9e (is.

)AauseF

The :ather has sAo9en“

SThis is ky Kelodec ”on.L

The inditation remains“

S,isten to (im.L

Hepause when we truly listen to Jesus.

glory Kepomes humility.

authority Kepomes serdipe.

faith Kepomes honesty.

holiness Kepomes freecom.

anc redelation Kepomes lode.


