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INTRO

Mark 1 revealed the Kingdom had arrived.

Mark 2 revealed forgiveness.

Mark 3 revealed alignment.

Mark 4 revealed trust.

Mark 5 revealed freedom.

Mark 6 revealed provision.

Mark 7 revealed the transformed heart.

Mark 8 revealed Kingdom perspective.

Mark 9 revealed Kingdom glory.

Mark 10 revealed Kingdom surrender.

Mark 11 revealed Kingdom fruitfulness.

Mark 12 revealed Kingdom belonging.

Mark 13 revealed Kingdom endurance.

Mark 14 revealed Kingdom faithfulness.

But another question now emerges.

What happens when faithfulness appears to lose?
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What happens when obedience does not produce the outcome we expected?

What happens when the King is bound?

When truth is mocked?

When the innocent is condemned?

When the crowd chooses someone else?

When the prayers of the garden are followed by nails rather than escape?

When darkness covers the land?

When Jesus dies?

Mark 15 places the Kingdom inside a scene that looks nothing like victory.

Jesus is handed over.

Barabbas is released.

The soldiers mock Him.

The crowd rejects Him.

He is cruciAed between criminals.

His enemies celebrate.

His friends largely disappear.

Ind then He dies.

,f we deAne victory by appearancez Mark 15 is a disaster.

,f we deAne victory by controlz powerz comfortz popularityz survivalz or immediate 
visible resultsz then the Kingdom seems to have collapsed.

But Mark has been teaching us to see diGerently.

The Kingdom does not become unreal because circumstances contradict what 
we expected.
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The King does not stop being King because people refuse to recogni3e Him.

4od does not lose because evil appears to have the Anal word.

Ind victory is not always visible while it is happening.

Mark 15 reveals that Kingdom maturity develops when we learn to recogni3e the 
victory of 4od before the circumstances look victorious.



FOCUS

Mark 15 reveals that Kingdom maturity grows when we trust the character, 
purpose, and victory of God even when everything visible appears to say that 
darkness has won.



KEY TRUTH

Kingdom victory is not debned ay hvoiding t.e crossI lt is revehwed f.en t.e King 
remhins uhit.upw t.ropg. t.e cross hnd hccomxwis.es f.ht hxxehrhnces chnnot 
yet e�xwhinI



TEACHING FLOW

1. The King Does Not Need to Prove He Is King

Mark 15:1–5

Very early in the morning, the chief priests, elders, teachers of the law, and the 
entire council reach their decision.

Jesus is bound and handed over to Pilate.

Pilate asks Him a direct question:

"Are You the King of the Jews?"

Jesus answers, "You have said so."

Then accusation after accusation begins.

The chief priests accuse Him of many things.

Pilate expects a defense.

Jesus gives none.

Pilate is amazed.

The scene is almost upside down.

The one who appears powerless is the only person in the room who is not 
scrambling for control.

The accusers need Pilate.
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Pilate needs political stability.

The leaders need Jesus condemned.

But Jesus does not need the room to validate who He is.

Truth

Kingdom maturity becomes increasingly free from the need to prove an identity 
that has already been settled by the Father.

Deeper Insight

Mark has already told us who Jesus is.

At His baptism, the Father called Him the beloved Son.

On the mountain, the Father said, "This is My beloved Son. Listen to Him."

Jesus has healed the sick, forgiven sins, commanded storms, expelled demons, 
fed crowds, confronted religious corruption, and announced the Kingdom.

Now He stands bound before a governor.

Nothing about His identity has changed.

Only the circumstances have.

That distinction matters.

Immaturity often treats circumstances as commentary on identity.

If people respect me, I must be doing well.

If people misunderstand me, perhaps I need to prove myself.

If I am opposed, maybe I am losing.

If the outcome is painful, maybe I misheard God.

Jesus shows us something steadier.

Identity is not negotiated with the room.
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He does not need Pilate to agree with heaven.

He does not need the chief priests to recognize Him.

He does not need accusation to stop before He can remain secure.

This does not mean truth never speaks.

Mark 14 already showed us that Jesus speaks clearly when identity itself is 
directly addressed.

But security means He does not become controlled by the need to answer 
everything.

The mature life does not use silence as fear.

It uses silence as freedom when nothing more needs to be proven.

Gold Nugget

The King can stand misunderstood without becoming uncertain about who He 
is.

2. The Crowd Can Choose the Wrong Kingdom

Mark 15:6–15

At the feast, Pilate customarily releases a prisoner chosen by the crowd.

Among the prisoners is Barabbas, a man connected to rebellion and murder.

Pilate understands that the leaders have handed Jesus over out of envy.

So he oRers the crowd a choice.

Jesus or Barabbas.

The contrast is striking.

One man represents the familiar way of earthly power.

!ebellion.
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Force.

Violence.

Taking control.

The other stands quietly before them.

Pilate asks what should be done with Jesus.

The crowd shouts:

"Crucify Him-"

Pilate asks why.

The shouting only increases.

Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate releases Barabbas and hands Jesus over to 
be crucijed.

Truth

Kingdom maturity refuses to let the volume of the crowd determine which 
kingdom is true.

Deeper Insight

The crowd wants a kind of salvation it can recognize.

Barabbas belongs to a world where power looks like resistance, force, and 
overthrow.

Jesus belongs to a Kingdom where power looks like self3giving love, surrender 
to the Father, truth, mercy, and faithfulness.

The crowd chooses what looks stronger.

That temptation has never disappeared.

We often prefer forms of power that produce immediate visible control.

We want the argument won.
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The opposition silenced.

The problem removed.

The enemy defeated in a way everyone can recognize.

The Kingdom of Jesus can feel frustrating because it often refuses our preferred 
dejnitions of victory.

Jesus does not conquer Pilate.

He does not mobilize the crowd.

He does not overpower the soldiers.

He does not summon an army.

He allows the crowd to re0ect Him without allowing re0ection to redejne His 
mission.

This is one of the places maturity becomes costly.

There will be moments when the ma0ority prefers another kind of king.

Another kind of power.

Another kind of success.

Another kind of response.

The question is not whether the crowd approves.

The question is whether our allegiance remains with Jesus.

Gold Nugget

A loud crowd can still be wrong about what victory looks like.

E. Jesus Takes the Place of the Guilty

Mark 15:6–15

Barabbas deserves 0udgment.
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Jesus does not.

Yet Barabbas walks free while Jesus is handed over.

Mark does not stop to explain the theology.

He simply places the exchange in front of us.

The guilty man is released.

The innocent One is condemned.

Barabbas leaves because Jesus takes the place assigned to him.

Before we ever reach Golgotha, the shape of the cross is already becoming 
visible.

Truth

The Kingdom reveals victory through substitution: the innocent King willingly 
enters the place of the guilty so the guilty can walk free.

Deeper Insight

It is easy to read this scene and imagine ourselves standing with Jesus against 
Barabbas.

But spiritually, Barabbas is not merely the other man in the story.

He is also a mirror.

He is the one who receives freedom he did not earn because Jesus receives 
0udgment He did not deserve.

That is much closer to the gospel.

Grace is not God pretending guilt does not matter.

Grace is God acting in Jesus to deal with sin in a way we could never accomplish 
for ourselves.

Barabbas does not negotiate his release.
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He does not improve himself jrst.

He does not demonstrate enough remorse to earn another chance.

Someone else is condemned and he walks out.

This confronts the mature believer with a diRerent kind of surrender.

We must surrender the desire to be our own savior.

We must stop building identity around being better than someone else.

We must receive grace as people who needed rescue.

Kingdom maturity is not becoming the person who no longer needs the cross.

It is becoming the person who increasingly understands how completely life 
depends upon what Jesus has done.

The cross humbles us because we cannot boast.

The cross secures us because we do not have to.

We live because the King entered our place.

Gold Nugget

Grace begins to become beautiful when we stop imagining ourselves as specta3
tors and realize we were the ones being released.

4. The World Mocks What It Cannot !ecognize

Mark 15:16–2'

The soldiers take Jesus inside the palace.

They call the whole company together.

They dress Him in purple.

They twist together a crown of thorns and place it on His head.

They salute Him:
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"Hail, King of the Jews-"

They strike Him.

They spit on Him.

They kneel in mock worship.

7verything in the scene is designed to deny what is actually true.

The robe is mockery.

The crown is mockery.

The kneeling is mockery.

The title is mockery.

And yet the irony is enormous.

They are mocking the King by dressing Him like a king.

Truth

Human contempt does not have the authority to make heavenly truth untrue.

Deeper Insight

The soldiers believe they are exposing the absurdity of JesusU kingship.

Mark allows us to see something they cannot.

The 0oke is built around a truth.

He actually is King.

Their ridicule cannot change that.

This matters because ridicule has unusual power over people.

Many of us can endure disagreement more easily than mockery.

Mockery attacks dignity.
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It attempts to make obedience feel foolish.

It tells us that faithfulness is embarrassing.

That gentleness is weakness.

That forgiveness is naive.

That holiness is outdated.

That trusting God is childish.

That refusing retaliation means we lost.

Jesus does not allow mockery to become instruction.

He receives their contempt without adopting their interpretation.

That is mature stability.

The people around us are allowed to misunderstand what obedience means.

They are allowed to call faithfulness foolish.

They are allowed to laugh at what heaven honors.

But their laughter is not revelation.

The mature believer learns to ask a better question:

What does the Father call this?

If the Father calls obedience beautiful, ridicule cannot make it ugly.

If the Father calls Jesus King, a crown of thorns cannot make Him less King.

Gold Nugget

Mockery can distort public perception, but it cannot rewrite reality.

5. The King Carries the Cross Instead of Taking the Throne

Mark 15:2'–24
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After mocking Him, the soldiers lead Jesus out to crucify Him.

Simon of Cyrene is compelled to carry the cross.

They bring Jesus to Golgotha.

They oRer Him wine mixed with myrrh, but He does not take it.

Then they crucify Him.

His clothes are divided by casting lots.

The King has reached His throne.

But it is not the throne anyone expected.

It is a cross.

Truth

Kingdom victory is revealed through a King who refuses to preserve Himself at 
the expense of His redemptive purpose.

Deeper Insight

7verything about this scene confronts ordinary expectations of power.

A king should ascend.

Jesus is lifted up on a cross.

A king should wear a crown of honor.

Jesus wears thorns.

A king should be surrounded by loyal sub0ects.

Jesus is surrounded by executioners and criminals.

A king should defeat His enemies.

Jesus appears to surrender to them.

But the cross is not Jesus accidentally losing control of the story.
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Mark 14 has already shown us Gethsemane.

Jesus has prayed.

Jesus has surrendered.

Jesus has chosen obedience.

That means what looks passive is actually profoundly intentional.

He is not unable to avoid faithfulness.

He is unwilling to abandon it.

This distinction changes how we think about surrender.

Surrender is not always powerlessness.

Sometimes surrender is the deepest expression of power because it refuses to 
let self3preservation become lord.

The world says power means I can make you do what I want.

Jesus reveals power as the freedom to obey the Father even when fear, pain, 
shame, and in0ustice demand another response.

The cross therefore becomes more than the place where Jesus suRers.

It becomes the place where the character of the Kingdom is fully exposed.

Love does not stop being love under violence.

Truth does not stop being truth under accusation.

Faithfulness does not stop being faithfulness when it becomes expensive.

The King remains King all the way through.

Gold Nugget

The cross does not reveal that Jesus ran out of power. It reveals what He was 
willing to do with power.
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6. The Sign Is More True Than the Mockers !ealize

Mark 15:25–E2

A written notice of the charge against Jesus reads:

"The King of the Jews."

People passing by insult Him.

!eligious leaders mock Him among themselves.

"He saved others, but He cannot save Himself."

They demand a visible demonstration.

Come down from the cross.

Then we will see.

Then we will believe.

The assumption is simple.

If Jesus is truly powerful, He should save Himself.

Truth

Kingdom victory is often hidden from people who assume power must always 
use itself for self3preservation.

Deeper Insight

The mockers accidentally speak one of the deepest truths in the chapter.

"He saved others, but He cannot save Himself."

They mean it as contradiction.

But the gospel reveals the relationship.

He does not save Himself because He is giving Himself for others.
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The very thing they call proof of failure is part of the means by which rescue is 
being accomplished.

This exposes one of our strongest assumptions.

We often believe that if God is present, the painful thing should stop.

If God loves us, the door should open.

If we are obedient, the opposition should disappear.

If Jesus is King, He should come down from the cross.

But what if coming down would abandon the purpose love came to accomplish?

What if the miracle we are demanding would interrupt a deeper redemption we 
cannot yet see?

This does not mean every painful circumstance is secretly something God de3
sires.

Nor does it mean we should glorify suRering for its own sake.

Jesus spent His ministry healing, delivering, restoring, feeding, and relieving 
suRering.

But Mark 15 teaches us that the absence of immediate rescue does not mean 
the absence of God.

Sometimes faith requires enough humility to admit that we cannot yet interpret 
what God is doing.

The mockers say:

Come down, and then we will believe.

Kingdom faith says:

I will trust the King even before I understand why He has not come down.

Gold Nugget
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Sometimes the very thing we call evidence that God is not acting is the place 
where His deeper purpose is unfolding.

8. Darkness Does Not Mean God Has Lost

Mark 15:EE

At noon, darkness comes over the whole land until three in the afternoon.

The crucijxion has moved beyond public humiliation into something heavier.

Light disappears in the middle of the day.

The scene feels like creation itself is participating in the grief.

Nothing looks victorious.

Nothing feels victorious.

Darkness covers everything.

Truth

Kingdom maturity refuses to interpret darkness as proof that darkness has won.

Deeper Insight

There are experiences in life where language like victory can feel almost oRen3
sive if it is used carelessly.

Loss.

Grief.

Betrayal.

Death.

9nanswered questions.

Seasons where the presence of God is harder to perceive than it once was.

Mark 15 does not rush past darkness.
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It gives darkness space.

For three hours, the story sits there.

This is important.

Biblical hope is not denial.

It does not require calling darkness light.

It does not require pretending pain is pleasant.

It does not force celebration into places where lament is appropriate.

But neither does it surrender interpretation to darkness.

Darkness is present.

Darkness is real.

Darkness is painful.

But darkness is not sovereign.

The cross teaches us that a moment can look completely abandoned while 
redemption is still being accomplished.

That changes how mature faith walks through seasons it cannot explain.

We do not have to invent meaning.

We do not have to pretend certainty.

We do not have to rush grief.

We simply refuse to make the present darkness the jnal authority on the story.

Gold Nugget

Darkness can describe the moment without being allowed to dejne the ending.

F. Jesus Brings the 7xperience of Abandonment Into !elationship With the 
Father
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Mark 15:E4–E6

At three in the afternoon, Jesus cries out loudly:

"7loi, 7loi, lema sabachthani?"

"My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"

The words come from Psalm 22.

Jesus does not hide the agony of the moment.

He does not oRer polished religious language.

He cries out.

Some standing nearby misunderstand Him and think He is calling 7li0ah.

They wait to see whether 7li0ah will come.

Truth

Kingdom maturity does not require the absence of anguish. It brings anguish 
honestly into relationship with God.

Deeper Insight

Mark 14 showed Jesus praying, "Abba, Father."

Mark 15 gives us, "My God, My God, why?"

Both belong inside mature faith.

This is important because believers sometimes imagine that spiritual maturity 
eliminates the language of lament.

We assume strong faith always sounds certain.

Always calm.

Always triumphant.

Always able to explain.
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Jesus gives us another picture.

He cries out from within the pain.

He uses the language of Scripture to tell the truth about His experience.

Psalm 22 begins in abandonment but does not end there.

It moves through anguish toward vindication and worship.

Whether everyone around Jesus understands the reference or not, His cry places 
suRering inside the story of IsraelUs God.

He is not performing composure.

He is praying from the cross.

There are times when the most faithful prayer is not a declaration that every3
thing feels wonderful.

It is simply:

God, where are You?

Why?

How long?

Help.

Faith does not become unbelief simply because it asks painful questions.

Sometimes the question itself is an act of relationship because it is still ad3
dressed to God.

Gold Nugget

Lament is not the opposite of faith when the pain is still being brought to God.

G. The Torn Veil !eveals What the Cross Accomplished

Mark 15:E8–EF



LIVING FROM THE REALITY OF KINGDOM VICTORY 23

Jesus gives a loud cry and breathes His last.

Then Mark immediately tells us:

The curtain of the temple is torn in two from top to bottom.

Something has happened that the people standing at the cross cannot fully see.

Jesus dies.

And a barrier tears.

Truth

The visible death of Jesus is simultaneously accomplishing an invisible opening 
that human observers could not have produced for themselves.

Deeper Insight

This may be one of the most important moments in Mark 15.

At the level of appearance, Jesus has died.

At the level of Kingdom reality, access is being opened.

The curtain separated the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.

It represented boundary.

Distance.

!estricted access.

Now it is torn from top to bottom.

Mark does not say people tore it.

The direction matters symbolically.

What humanity could not open, God opens.

This is why dejning the cross only as tragedy is insuHcient.

The cross is tragedy.
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In0ustice is happening.

Violence is happening.

The innocent One is dying.

But simultaneously, reconciliation is being revealed.

The Kingdom is accomplishing something beneath the level of immediate hu3
man perception.

This is a recurring pattern in the Christian life.

We often know only what the moment feels like.

We rarely know everything the moment is producing.

We see the closed door.

We do not yet see what God may be opening elsewhere.

We see the ending.

We do not yet see the access.

We see death.

We do not yet see resurrection.

The torn veil teaches mature faith to leave room for realities we cannot yet 
observe.

Gold Nugget

At the moment the story looks most closed, God tears something open.

1'. The Cross !eveals Who Jesus Has Been All Along

Mark 15:EG

A !oman centurion stands facing Jesus.

He watches how Jesus dies.
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Then he says:

"Surely this Man was the Son of God."

The confession comes from an unexpected mouth.

Not one of the Twelve.

Not a religious leader.

Not someone who followed Jesus through Galilee.

A !oman oHcer standing at the execution sees something.

Truth

The crucijed King reveals His identity not only through displays of power, but 
through the way He gives Himself in love and faithfulness.

Deeper Insight

Mark opened with the declaration that Jesus is the Son of God.

Now, near the end of the Gospel, a Gentile centurion speaks that identity at the 
cross.

This is remarkable.

Throughout Mark, people have asked:

Who is this?

The demons know.

The disciples struggle.

The crowds marvel.

The leaders resist.

Peter confesses and then misunderstands what Messiah means.

Now the cross itself becomes revelation.
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The centurion does not see Jesus come down.

He sees Jesus die.

And somehow, in the manner of His death, he recognizes something true.

This means the cross is not an embarrassing interruption in the revelation of 
Jesus.

It is central to it.

If we want to know what God is like, we cannot look only at miracles.

We must also look at the crucijed Christ.

GodUs power is holy love.

GodUs greatness is not insecure.

GodUs authority is not abusive.

The King gives Himself.

That is why Christian maturity can never be measured merely by how much 
authority we can exercise.

It must also be measured by how closely our use of power resembles Jesus.

Gold Nugget

The cross does not hide the identity of the Son. It reveals the kind of Son, and 
the kind of King, He truly is.

11. Faithfulness Continues When the Miracle Does Not Come

Mark 15:4'–41

Mark tells us that women are watching from a distance.

Among them are Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and 
Joses, and Salome.

They had followed Jesus in Galilee and cared for His needs.
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Many other women who had come with Him to Jerusalem are there as well.

They remain present at a moment when there is nothing left to receive from 
Jesus.

No healing.

No teaching.

No multiplied bread.

No immediate rescue.

Only the cross.

Truth

Kingdom maturity learns to love Jesus for who He is, not merely for what we 
hope He will do next.

Deeper Insight

This scene quietly carries enormous weight.

Much of discipleship is formed while Jesus is visibly doing things.

Teaching.

Healing.

Calling.

Sending.

Feeding.

Delivering.

But what happens when the visible activity stops?

What happens when the prayer is not answered the way we hoped?
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What happens when following Jesus brings us to a place where we cannot 
identify the benejt?

The women remain.

They do not understand Sunday yet.

From inside Friday, there is only death.

This makes their presence an extraordinary picture of devotion.

They are not staying because the miracle has arrived.

They are staying because Jesus is still Jesus.

Mature love eventually has to answer this question.

If I cannot see what God is doing for me in this moment, is He still worthy of my 
trust, my presence, my love?

This is not a denial of disappointment.

It is not emotional detachment.

It is allegiance that has moved deeper than transaction.

We do not follow Jesus merely because He improves circumstances.

We follow because He is Lord.

We love because He jrst loved us.

We remain because relationship itself has become the treasure.

Gold Nugget

Devotion becomes mature when Jesus remains worthy even in the moments 
when we cannot identify what He is doing for us.

12. Joseph Honors Jesus Before !esurrection Is Visible

Mark 15:42–48
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7vening approaches.

Because it is the day of Preparation, Joseph of Arimathea acts.

Mark describes him as a respected member of the council who was himself 
waiting for the Kingdom of God.

He goes boldly to Pilate and asks for the body of Jesus.

Pilate is surprised that Jesus is already dead.

After conjrming it with the centurion, he gives the body to Joseph.

Joseph buys linen.

He takes Jesus down.

He wraps the body.

He places it in a tomb cut out of rock.

He rolls a stone against the entrance.

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses watch where Jesus is laid.

Mark 15 ends with a tomb.

Truth

Kingdom maturity can remain faithful in the space between what God promised 
and what we can presently see.

Deeper Insight

Joseph is waiting for the Kingdom of God.

That detail matters.

The man waiting for the Kingdom now receives the dead body of the One who 
announced that Kingdom.

Imagine the tension.
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If Jesus is the King, why is Joseph asking Pilate for His corpse?

If the Kingdom has arrived, why is the King being buried?

If God is victorious, why does a stone close the tomb?

Joseph does not have Mark 16 in his hands.

He acts from inside Mark 15.

He honors Jesus before resurrection becomes visible.

This may be one of the clearest pictures of mature faith in the chapter.

We often imagine faith as certainty about what happens next.

Sometimes faith is simpler.

It is doing the next faithful thing when we do not know what happens next.

Joseph cannot resurrect Jesus.

He can ask for the body.

He can buy linen.

He can prepare the tomb.

He can honor the King.

The women cannot move the story forward.

They can watch.

They can remember where He is laid.

They can remain.

There are seasons where maturity is not spectacular.

It is faithful presence.

Faithful care.
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Faithful obedience.

Faithful waiting.

The tomb does not invalidate the Kingdom.

It simply creates a place where the disciples must live for a time without visible 
evidence of what God will do next.

7very mature believer eventually encounters some version of that space.

Between promise and fuljllment.

Between prayer and answer.

Between burial and resurrection.

We do not manufacture Sunday.

We remain faithful on Saturday.

Gold Nugget

Sometimes the most mature act of faith is doing the next faithful thing while the 
stone is still in place.



WHAT MARK 15 IS REALLY DOING

Mark 15 strips away almost every visible sign we usually associate with victory.

Jesus has no crowd defending Him.

No disciple standing beside Him in strength.

No public miracle.

No political power.

No escape.

No apparent vindication.

He is accused.

Mocked.

Beaten.

CruciFed.

Dorsaken.

Aead.

Buried.

Tnd yet Mark places signals throughout the chapter that something deeper is 
happening.

jhe prisoner who deserves Gudgment walks free.
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jhe inscription above Jesus tells the truth even while intended as accusation.

jhe mockers say He saved others.

Aarkness covers the land.

jhe temple curtain tears.

T Sentile centurion calls Him the Won of Sod.

Komen remain.

Joseph acts boldly.

jhe ,ing is buriedx but the story is not Fnished.

Mark 15 forces us to separate appearance from reality.

jhe apparent loser is the ,ing.

jhe apparent victory of violence is actually eOposing the violence of the world.

jhe 'ne who will not save Himself is saving others.

jhe death that appears to close the story tears open access to Sod.

jhe cross that seems to disprove Jesusz identity becomes the place where His 
identity is recogni-ed.

jhis is ,ingdom victory.

Not pretending cruciFOion is pleasant.

Not calling inGustice good.

Not glorifying suPering for its own sake.

But recogni-ing that evil can do its worst without gaining authority to redeFne 
Sodx overthrow the ,ingx or cancel the purposes of love.

Jesus does not defeat darkness by becoming more like darkness.
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He defeats darkness while remaining perfectly faithful to the Dather and perfect4
ly aligned with the love He has revealed from the beginning.

jhat is the mature4life invitation of Mark 15.

Ke are being formed into people who can remain faithful before outcomes 
become visible.

2eople who can resist the crowd.

2eople who do not need mockery to stop before we obey.

2eople who do not deFne ourselves by accusation.

2eople who can lament without abandoning Sod.

2eople who can recogni-e that darkness is real without calling it sovereign.

2eople who can honor Jesus while the stone is still in place.

Mark 13 taught us that faithfulness is sustained through intimacyx prayerx sur4
renderx and dependence.

Mark 15 shows us where that faithfulness leads.

Tll the way through the cross.

Tnd because Jesus remains faithfulx what appears to be defeat becomes the 
place from which resurrection will be revealed.



IMMATURE LIFE

  Measures identity by the approval or rejection of the room

  Feels compelled to prove itself under accusation

  Assumes the loudest crowd must represent reality

  Prefers familiar forms of power, control, and force

  Imagines grace as something earned rather than received

  Treats mockery as evidence that obedience is foolish

  De-nes victory primarily as selfGpreservation

  Assumes 'odBs presence should always eliminate painful circumstances 
immediately

  Interprets darkness as proof that 'od has lost

  qelieves strong faith should never lament or ask painful Suestions

  Jees the cross only as interruption rather than revelation

  Measures spiritual authority by the ability to dominate outcomes

  Follows Nesus primarily for visible bene-t

  qecomes disoriented when the miracle does not come
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  xeeds to know what happens neKt before doing the neKt faithful thing

  Treats the tomb as evidence that the +ingdom has failed



MATURE LIFE

  Lives from an identity settled by the Father

  Knows when truth requires speech and when security permits silence

  Remains loyal to Jesus when the crowd chooses another kingdom

  Recognizes that grace releases the guilty because Jesus entered our place

  Refuses to let ridicule redeUne what the Father calls true

  -nderstands that Kingdom power is not controlled by selfGpreservation

  Leaves room for Cod to work beyond what can presently be seen

  Ban acknowledge darkness without surrendering the story to darkness

  ,rings anguish' questions' and lament honestly to Cod

  Receives the cross as revelation of CodHs holy' selfGgiving love

  -ses authority in ways that increasingly resemble Jesus

  Loves Jesus beyond transaction

  Remains present when there is no visible beneUt

  Donors the King before resurrection is visible



JOHN HIMMELBERGER38

  xoes the ne)t faithful thing without needing the entire plan

  Learns to live faithfully in the space between burial and resurrection



DEEP ACTIVATION

Where am I still allowing other people's approval or rejection to tell me who I 
am?

What accusation, misunderstanding, or criticism am I spending unnecessary 
energy trying to answer?

Where am I tempted to follow the crowd simply because its deJnition of power 
feels more eDective than the way of Besus?

ko I see myself primarily as someone who has behaved better than Farabbas, 
or as someone who has been released because Besus tooH my place?

What does receiving grace do to my need to compare myself with other people?

Where has ridicule or the fear of looHing foolish made obedience harder for me?

What would it mean to believe that mocHery cannot maHe false what the -ather 
has called true?

"ave I unconsciously deJned victory as avoiding pain, opposition, loss, or misG
understanding?

Where have I been saying, CIf qod were really in this, "e would maHe the cross 
disappearC?

Is it possible that I am demanding an immediate form of rescue because I cannot 
yet see a deeper worH?
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What darHness am I presently tempted to treat as the Jnal interpretation of my 
story?

Aan I name that darHness honestly without giving it authority to deJne the 
ending?

What xuestion do I need to bring honestly to qod instead of hiding behind 
spiritual language?

ko I give myself permission to lament while remaining in relationship with "im?

What does the torn veil tell me about the access to qod I now live from?

"ow does the cross reshape my understanding of power and authority?

koes the way I use inKuence increasingly resemble the selfGgiving character of 
Besus?

+m I following Besus because of who "e is or primarily because of what I hope 
"e will do for me?

Where has disappointment e,posed a transactional part of my faith?

What would faithful presence looH liHe if the miracle I want does not happen 
today?

What is the ne,t faithful thing available to me right now?

Where am I demanding to see resurrection before I am willing to honor Besus in 
the burial place?

Aan I remain faithful while the stone is still in place?

What would change if I believed that apparent defeat does not have authority 
to deJne -ingdom reality?



DECLARATION

My identity is settled in the Father.

I do not need every room to understand me.

I do not need every accusation answered.

I belong to the King.

I will not let the crowd choose my allegiance.

I receive the grace of Jesus.

I remember that I am the one who has been released because He entered my 
place.

Mockery will not rede-ne what the Father calls true.

I will not measure Kingdom power by selfBpreservation.

I trust the character of Jesus even when I do not understand the circumstances.

I will not call darkness light.

Gut I will not call darkness sovereign.

I can lament.

I can ask why.

I can bring anguish honestly to qod.

My Tuestions do not have to drive me away from relationship.
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,he cross reveals the heart of the King.

His power is holy love.

His authority is selfBgiving.

His faithfulness does not fail under pressure.

Gecause of Jesusx the veil is torn.

I live from accessx not distance.

I will love Jesus beyond transaction.

I will remain when visible bene-t disappears.

I will honor the King before resurrection is visible.

I do not need to know the entire story in order to do the neAt faithful thing.

I can be faithful while the stone is still in place.

'pparent defeat does not have authority to de-ne Kingdom reality.

Jesus is King.

Jesus is faithful.

Jesus is victorious.

'nd I will learn to see from the reality of His Kingdom.



FINAL THOUGHT

Mark 15 ends with a stone.

That matters.

If Mark wanted to give us emotional relief, he could move quickly into resurrec-
tion.

But he does not.

He lets Jesus die.

He lets Joseph wrap the body.

He lets the tomb close.

He lets the women watch.

And then the chapter ends.

For everyone standing inside that moment, the story appears Onished.

The Kne who announced the Pingdom is dead.

The Kne who healed others did not come down from the cross.

The Kne Reter called Messiah is buried.

The crowd has gone home.

The soldiers have Onished their work.

The religious leaders appear to have won.
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Nome still holds power.

Wothing visible says victory.

And perhaps that is precisely why Mark 15 is such an important chapter for 
Pingdom maturity.

6e already know Mark 1S is coming.

They did not.

6e read Friday with xunday in our hands.

They lived Friday without that advantage.

That changes the way we should see Joseph.

He is not honoring the resurrected Jesus.

He is honoring the dead Jesus.

The women are not waiting beside a tomb because they have already seen the 
empty tomb.

They are watching where a body is placed.

Their faithfulness e:ists before the visible breakthrough.

That is where many of us actually live much of our lives.

6e know resurrection as the center of our faith.

But we still encounter smaller places where we do not know what happens ne:t.

A prayer has been prayed, but the answer has not appeared.

An act of obedience has been oDered, but the fruit is not visible.

A relationship has changed.

A door has closed.

A dream has been buried.
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A diagnosis has been given.

A loved one is gone.

A season has ended.

The stone is still there.

And we are tempted to interpret the entire Pingdom through the stone.

Mark 15 saysE

jo not confuse the stone with the end of the story.

The stone is real.

The grief is real.

The cross is real.

The tomb is real.

But none of them possesses enough authority to make Jesus less Ping.

That may be the deepest victory revealed in this chapter.

Cverything that can be done to Jesus is done.

He is betrayed.

NeVected.

Falsely accused.

Mocked.

Beaten.

xtripped.

"ruciOed.

Taunted.
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Forsaken.

Pilled.

Buried.

And none of it succeeds in making Him something other than who He has always 
been.

He remains the beloved xon.

He remains faithful to the Father.

He remains the Ping.

He remains love.

He remains the Kne giving Himself for others.

jarkness can wound Him.

It cannot convert Him into darkness.

Giolence can strike Him.

It cannot make Him violent.

Hatred can surround Him.

It cannot make Him hateful.

Mockery can humiliate Him.

It cannot make Him insecure.

NeVection can isolate Him.

It cannot make Him abandon His identity.

The cross does not change Jesus.

The cross reveals Jesus.

And when He dies, the veil tears.
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The thing that looks like closure becomes opening.

The thing that looks like defeat becomes the place of reconciliation.

The thing the world uses to shame Him becomes the throne from which the 
character of the Pingdom is displayed.

Then a Noman centurion looks at the cruciOed Jesus and sees what others 
missed.

zxurely this Man was the xon of ?od.z

Wot after the resurrection.

At the cross.

He recogni4es something true before xunday e:plains everything.

Maybe that is the invitation of Mark 15.

"an we learn to recogni4e the Ping before circumstances vindicate HimY

"an we trust the character of ?od before the outcome e:plains HimY

"an we remain faithful before the tomb opensY

"an we do the ne:t faithful thing while the stone is still in placeY

Mark 1( taught us to sayE

zJesus, keep me near.z

Mark 15 adds another prayerE

zJesus, teach me to see.z

Teach me to recogni4e )our Pingdom when the crowd chooses another king.

Teach me to recogni4e )our power when )ou refuse self-preservation.

Teach me to recogni4e )our presence when darkness covers the land.

Teach me to recogni4e )our heart in the cross.
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Teach me to recogni4e victory before I can see resurrection.

Because Pingdom maturity is not learning to call every circumstance good.

It is learning that no circumstance has enough authority to make the Ping less 
good.

It is not pretending the cross does not hurt.

It is discovering that the cross cannot overthrow the love of ?od.

It is not denying the tomb.

It is refusing to let the tomb write the Onal sentence.

=pause>

Mark 15 ends with Jesus buried.

But the Pingdom has not ended.

The Ping has not failed.

And the stone does not get the last word.


