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INTRO

Mark 1 revealed the Kingdom had arrived.

Mark 2 revealed forgiveness.

Mark 3 revealed alignment.

Mark 4 revealed trust.

Mark 5 revealed freedom.

Mark 6 revealed provision.

Mark 7 revealed the transformed heart.

Mark 8 revealed Kingdom perspective.

Mark 9 revealed Kingdom glory.

Mark 10 revealed Kingdom surrender.

Mark 11 revealed Kingdom fruitfulness.

Mark 12 revealed Kingdom belonging.

Mark 13 revealed Kingdom endurance.

But another question now emerges.

What happens when endurance becomes personal?

What happens when following Jesus costs more than we expected?
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What happens when devotion becomes expensive?

When friends disappoint us?

When fear exposes us?

When obedience leads somewhere we would rather not go?

When everything within us wants another way?

Mark 14 moves us from talking about faithfulness to watching faithfulness 
tested.

A woman pours out something precious.

Judas betrays.

The disciples argue.

Peter promises.

Jesus surrenders.

The disciples sleep.

Friends scatter.

Witnesses lie.

Peter denies.

And through it all, Jesus remains faithful.

Mark 14 reveals that Kingdom maturity develops when faithfulness becomes 
greater than self-preservation.



FOCUS

Mark 14 reveals that Kingdom maturity grows when love, surrender, prayer, and 
obedience remain faithful even when following Jesus becomes costly.



KEY TRUTH

Kingdom faithfulness is not proven by what we promise in comfortable mo-
ments.

It is revealed by what remains when obedience costs us something.



TEACHING FLOW

1. Extravagant Love Does Not Calculate the Minimum

Mark 14:1–9

Jesus is in Bethany.

He is reclining at the table when a woman enters carrying an alabaster jar of 
extremely expensive perfume.

She breaks the jar.

Then she pours the perfume over Jesus.

Immediately people begin calculating.

Why this waste?

Why wasn't it sold?

Why wasn't the money given to the poor?

They see extravagance.

Jesus sees beauty.

He says:

"She has done a beautiful thing to Me."

Truth
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Kingdom faithfulness sometimes looks extravagant to people who measure 
devotion by usefulness.

Deeper Insight

Everyone in the room sees the same perfume.

But they interpret it dizerently.

Some see monetary value.

The woman sees Jesus.

Some calculate what could have been done with the perfume.

She recogniqes what can be done in this moment.

That dizerence matters.

There are moments when mature love stops asking:

"What is the least reAuired?"

Lnd begins asking:

"What is He worth?"

The perfume was valuable.

That is precisely why the act mattered.

Oove that only gives what costs nothing has not yet discovered the beauty of 
surrender.

Jesus does not criticiqe her extravagance.

He receives it.

He even connects her action with His coming burial.

She may not understand everything that is about to happen.
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But somehow her devotion has positioned her to participate in something larger 
than she understands.

,thers are discussing Jesus.

She is pouring something out upon Him.

,thers are evaluating.

She is worshiping.

Gold Nugget

Extravagant devotion begins when the worth of Jesus becomes greater than the 
cost of what we pour out.

2. Proximity to Jesus Does Not Guarantee Surrender to Jesus

Mark 14:10–11

Immediately after the woman's extravagant devotionY Mark introduces Judas.

The contrast is startling.

,ne person gives something valuable because Jesus is worth everything.

Lnother asks what can be gained by handing Jesus over.

Judas goes to the chief priests.

They promise him money.

He begins looking for an opportunity to betray Jesus.

Truth

Kingdom maturity is not measured by how close we have been to JesusY but by 
whether our hearts remain surrendered to Him.

Deeper Insight

Judas had experienced extraordinary proximity.
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He heard the teaching.

Saw the miracles.

Walked the roads.

Lte the meals.

Witnessed the authority.

Oived among the disciples.

Get proximity never became surrender.

This should humble us.

It is possible to become familiar with the things of Cod without allowing Cod to 
possess the heart.

We can know the language.

Know the stories.

Know the songs.

Know the culture.

Know what Phristians are supposed to say.

Lnd still protect areas of ourselves from the King.

Judas reveals that familiarity with Jesus and surrender to Jesus are not the same 
thing.

The woman breaks the jar.

Judas breaks relationship.

,ne releases what she values.

The other trades the ,ne he should value most.

Gold Nugget
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Being around Jesus can never substitute for belonging completely to Him.

3. Jesus Gives Himself Before Anyone Takes Him

Mark 14:12–25

Jesus gathers with His disciples for Dassover.

Bread is on the table.

Wine is poured.

This meal already carries centuries of meaning.

Feliverance.

Povenant.

-reedom.

The blood of the lamb.

Cod rescuing His people from bondage.

But now Jesus takes the familiar symbols and centers them upon Himself.

He takes bread.

Blesses it.

Breaks it.

Cives it.

"This is My body."

Then He takes the cup.

"This is My blood of the covenantY which is poured out for many."

Before the soldiers arriveY Jesus has already interpreted what is coming.

His life is not simply being taken.
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He is giving it.

Truth

Kingdom faithfulness does not merely endure sacriRce.

Oove willingly gives itself.

Deeper Insight

The cross will look like something being done to Jesus.

Betrayal.

Lrrest.

-alse accusation.

Beating.

PruciRxion.

But at the table Jesus reveals a deeper reality.

He is giving Himself.

The bread is given.

The cup is poured.

His body will be given.

His blood will be poured out.

This changes the meaning of everything that follows.

Jesus is not merely the victim of circumstances.

He is the faithful Son willingly participating in the -ather's redemptive purpose.

The Kingdom reveals a kind of power the world struggles to understand.

The world protects itself.
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The King gives Himself.

The world grasps.

Jesus releases.

The world measures strength by what it can preserve.

Jesus reveals strength through what love is willing to give.

Gold Nugget

The cross did not begin when soldiers took Jesus.

It was already present when love saidY "This is My bodyY given for you."

4. ConOdence in Furselves Is Not the Same as 6aithfulness to Jesus

Mark 14:2R–31

Jesus tells the disciples:

"Gou will all fall away."

Deter immediately objects.

Even if everyone else falls awayY he will not.

Jesus tells him that before the rooster crows twiceY Deter will deny Him three 
times.

Deter becomes even more emphatic.

"Even though I must die with GouY I will not deny Gou."

The others say the same.

Their intentions are sincere.

But sincerity is about to meet pressure.

Truth
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Kingdom maturity places conRdence in the sustaining grace of Cod rather than 
the strength of our own resolve.

Deeper Insight

Deter is not lying.

He genuinely believes what he says.

That makes this moment more important.

Deter's problem is not lack of love.

His problem is that he does not yet understand the limits of his own strength.

He imagines faithfulness primarily as determination.

I will never.

I would never.

Even if everyone else does.

Even if it costs my life.

But human determination can sound very strong before pressure arrives.

Jesus knows Deter better than Deter knows himself.

Lnd remarkablyY Jesus continues toward the cross knowing exactly how Deter 
will fail.

This is grace.

Jesus does not love an imaginary future version of Deter who never fails.

He loves Deter while fully knowing the failure that is coming.

Maturity therefore does not reAuire pretending we are incapable of falling.

It reAuires becoming increasingly dependent upon the ,ne who can keep formN
ing us through our weakness.
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Gold Nugget

SelfNconRdence saysY "I would never."

Maturity saysY "JesusY keep me faithful."

5. Gethsemane Weveals the Deepest Meaning of Surrender

Mark 14:32–3R

Jesus enters Cethsemane.

He takes DeterY JamesY and John farther with Him.

Then something remarkable happens.

The ,ne who has remained steady through stormsY accusationsY demonsY opN
positionY rejectionY and threats becomes deeply distressed.

Jesus says:

"My soul is deeply grieved to the point of death."

He falls to the ground.

He prays thatY if possibleY the hour might pass from Him.

"LbbaY -atherY all things are possible for Gou. Vemove this cup from Me."

Then:

"Get not what I willY but what Gou will."

Truth

Kingdom surrender is not the absence of desire.

It is choosing the -ather's will even when another path would be easier.

Deeper Insight

Cethsemane destroys shallow deRnitions of surrender.

Jesus does not pretend the cup is easy.
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He does not call suzering pleasant.

He does not deny what He feels.

He does not perform spiritual toughness.

He brings the full weight of His anguish into relationship with the -ather.

"Lbba."

-ather.

This is surrender within intimacy.

Jesus expresses His desire honestly.

"Vemove this cup."

Then He places that desire beneath something greater.

"Get not what I willY but what Gou will."

This is not fatalism.

It is trust.

Jesus believes the -ather's will is worth obeying even when obedience becomes 
unimaginably costly.

9otice what maturity looks like.

Honesty without rebellion.

Fesire without demand.

Lnguish without abandonment.

Surrender without pretending.

Jesus does not surrender because the road makes sense emotionally.

He surrenders because He trusts the -ather.

Gold Nugget
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Surrender is not pretending you do not want another way.

It is trusting the -ather enough to obey when another way is what you want.

R. The Spirit May Be 7illing 7hile the 6lesh Is 7eak

Mark 14:3b–42

Jesus returns to His disciples.

They are sleeping.

He says to Deter:

"Pould you not watch one hour?"

Then He tells them:

"Watch and prayY that you may not enter into temptation."

Lnd He adds:

"The spirit indeed is willingY but the :esh is weak."

This explains Deter's earlier conRdence.

His willingness was real.

But willingness alone was not enough.

Truth

Kingdom maturity recogniqes weakness and responds with dependence rather 
than denial.

Deeper Insight

Jesus does not say:

"Gour spirit was never willing."

It was.

Deter loved Jesus.
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He wanted to remain faithful.

The problem was not desire alone.

The problem was unrecogniqed weakness.

Jesus had already given the disciples the response.

Watch.

Dray.

Fepend.

Deter had declared:

"I will never deny Gou."

Jesus ezectively responds:

Then pray.

The distance between sincere intention and faithful action is often Rlled by 
dependence.

This is why prayer matters so deeply.

Drayer is not an admission that we have no faith.

Drayer is an admission that faithfulness does not originate in selfNsu;ciency.

The mature believer learns to recogniqe weakness before weakness becomes 
failure.

Gold Nugget

Drayer is where sincere intentions become dependent faithfulness.

b. Jesus Does Not A8andon His Identity 7hen Pressure Arrives

Mark 14:43–52

Judas arrives.
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L crowd comes with swords and clubs.

The betrayal is marked with a kiss.

,ne of Jesus' companions draws a sword.

<iolence erupts.

But Jesus does not become someone dizerent because the circumstances have 
changed.

He does not suddenly abandon everything He has taught.

He does not panic.

He does not run.

He does not attempt to preserve Himself at any cost.

He remains the same Jesus who entered the garden.

Truth

Kingdom maturity remains aligned with the character of the King even when 
circumstances become threatening.

Deeper Insight

Dressure reveals formation.

Lnyone can speak about peace when nobody is threatening them.

Lnyone can speak about trust when nothing valuable is at risk.

Lnyone can speak about surrender when obedience remains comfortable.

Cethsemane becomes the testing ground.

Jesus refuses to allow the violence around Him to determine the spirit within 
Him.

This is Kingdom maturity.
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Pircumstances do not get to decide who we become.

-ear does not get to rewrite our character.

Dressure does not receive authority to redeRne our values.

Jesus remains aligned.

The King does not become less like the King when darkness surrounds Him.

Gold Nugget

Maturity is revealed when pressure changes the circumstances without changN
ing who you are becoming in Phrist.

q. 6aithfulness Does Not WeYuire Defending -ourself Against Every Accusaw
tion

Mark 14:53–R5

Jesus is taken before the high priest.

The leaders search for testimony against Him.

Many witnesses speak falsely.

Their testimonies contradict each other.

Lccusation Rlls the room.

Jesus remains silent.

Then the high priest asks directly:

"Lre Gou the PhristY the Son of the Blessed?"

Jesus answers.

"I am."

Truth

Kingdom maturity knows when to remain silent and when truth must be spoken.
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Deeper Insight

Jesus does not answer every accusation.

He does not chase every lie.

He does not attempt to correct every misunderstanding.

He does not become consumed with reputation management.

But when the Auestion reaches identityY He speaks clearly.

"I am."

There is enormous maturity in this.

Immaturity often believes every accusation reAuires an answer.

Every misunderstanding reAuires explanation.

Every critic reAuires engagement.

Every false statement must be corrected immediately.

Jesus demonstrates another possibility.

Silence can come from security.

When identity is settledY we do not need every person in the room to agree with 
us.

But silence is not fear.

When truth reAuires a responseY Jesus speaks.

He knows when not to defend Himself.

Lnd He knows when not to deny Himself.

Gold Nugget

Secure identity does not need to answer every accusationY but it never needs to 
deny the truth.
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9. 6ollo<ing Jesus at a Distance Makes 6ear Louder

Mark 14:54

Deter follows Jesus.

But Mark includes an important phrase.

He follows:

"Lt a distance."

Deter is still following.

But not closely.

He enters the courtyard and sits with the guards.

The disciple who once left everything to follow Jesus is now attempting to remain 
close enough to watch while far enough away to remain safe.

Truth

Kingdom faithfulness is di;cult to sustain when selfNpreservation continually 
increases the distance between us and Jesus.

Deeper Insight

Deter has not completely abandoned Jesus.

That is what makes this scene so recogniqable.

He is nearby.

He is watching.

He still cares.

But fear has changed his position.

Earlier Deter said:

"Even if I must die with Gou."
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9ow he follows at a distance.

This is often how compromise begins.

9ot necessarily with outright rejection.

With distance.

L little less prayer.

L little less honesty.

L little less obedience.

L little more concern about what people think.

L little more protection of ourselves.

Eventually we can remain close enough to identify as followers while becoming 
distant enough that fear begins interpreting our decisions.

The answer is not greater shame.

It is renewed nearness.

Gold Nugget

Fistance gives fear room to reinterpret the relationship that intimacy made 
certain.

10. 6ailure Weveals 7here 6ormation Is Still Needed

Mark 14:RR–b2

L servant girl recogniqes Deter.

"Gou also were with Jesus."

Deter denies it.

Lnother accusation comes.

He denies again.
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Then others recogniqe his connection to Jesus.

Deter begins calling down curses and swearing:

"I do not know this Man."

Then the rooster crows.

Lnd Deter remembers.

Jesus had told him exactly what would happen.

Deter breaks down and weeps.

Truth

Kingdom maturity allows failure to expose what still needs transformation withN
out allowing failure to become our identity.

Deeper Insight

Deter's collapse is painful because his earlier conRdence was so strong.

"I will never."

9ow:

"I do not know Him."

But Mark's Cospel does not end here.

Deter's failure is real.

But it is not Rnal.

The rooster becomes more than evidence of failure.

It becomes an awakening.

Deter remembers the words of Jesus.

Lnd he weeps.

There is a dizerence between condemnation and conviction.
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Pondemnation says:

"This failure reveals who you permanently are."

Ponviction says:

"This failure has revealed something that Jesus still intends to transform."

Deter Rnally sees what Jesus already knew.

His love was real.

His conRdence was misplaced.

His desire was sincere.

His formation was incomplete.

Lnd sometimes failure becomes the painful place where selfNconRdence Rnally 
dies so deeper dependence can grow.

The mature life is not the life that has never failed.

It is the life that allows failure to drive it back toward Jesus rather than away from 
Him.

Gold Nugget

-ailure becomes formation when it teaches us to depend upon Jesus more than 
we depend upon ourselves.



WHAT MARK 14 IS REALLY DOING

Mark 14 places faithfulness under pressure.

A woman pours out what is precious.

Judas sells what should have been priceless.

Jesus gives bread.

Jesus gives the cup.

Jesus gives Himself.

Peter promises loyalty.

Jesus predicts weakness.

Jesus enters the garden.

His disciples sleep.

Jesus prays.

Jesus surrenders.

Judas betrays.

The disciples scatter.

Witnesses lie.

Jesus remains steady.
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Peter follows at a distance.

Peter denies.

The rooster crows.

Peter weeps.

And through every scene, one reality becomes increasingly clear.

Human faithfulness is fragile when it depends upon human strength.

But Jesus remains faithful.

The woman gives us a picture of devotion.

Peter gives us a picture of sincere but insu-cient selfxconFdence.

Judas gives us a picture of proqimity without surrender.

The sleeping disciples reveal willing spirits living in weak Kesh.

And Jesus reveals something entirely diIerent.

Saithfulness rooted in relationship with the Sather.

He does not pretend obedience is easy.

He does not hide His anguish.

He does not deny His desire for another way.

He prays.

He trusts.

He surrenders.

He stands.

He speaks when truth reRuires it.

He remains silent when accusations do not deserve control over Him.
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And He continues toward the cross.

Mark 14 reveals that ,ingdom maturity is not primarily the ability to make 
impressive promises about what we will do for Jesus.

-t is becoming the kind of person who remains with Him when following bex
comes costly.

Saithfulness is formed through intimacy.

.ustained through prayer.

.trengthened through surrender.

/evealed under pressure.

And restored through grace when we fail.

The great contrast of Mark 14 is not simply between Jesus and Judas.

-t is between human selfxpreservation and the selfxgiving faithfulness of the 
,ing.

The woman pours out the perfume.

Jesus pours out Himself.

Judas sells Him.

Peter denies Him.

The disciples abandon Him.

Jesus remains faithful.



IMMATURE LIFE

  Calculates the minimum devotion required

  Confuses proximity to Jesus with surrender to Jesus

  Protects valuable things from extravagant obedience

  Trusts personal resolve more than dependence upon God

  Makes promises without recognizing weakness

  Avoids honest conversations with the Father about fear and desire

  Interprets surrender as pretending everything is easy

  Depends upon willingness without cultivating prayer

  Allows pressure to change character

  Feels compelled to answer every accusation

  Protects reputation at the expense of truth

  Follows Jesus at a distance when identiHcation with Rim becomes costly

  Allows fear to determine allegiance

  Treats failure as permanent identity
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  'uns from Jesus after weakness is exposed



MATURE LIFE

  Recognizes Jesus as worthy of extravagant devotion

  Belongs completely to the King

  Gives freely because love values Jesus above the cost

  Receives the self-giving love of Jesus

  Places con'dence in Godks sustaining grace rather than personal strength

  Recognizes weaFness without surrendering to it

  Brings honest desires and emotions into relationship with the Cather

  Whooses the Catherks will even when obedience is costly

  Latches and prays

  Aives from dependence rather than self-con'dence

  Remains aligned with the character of Jesus under pressure

  Knows when to remain silent and when truth must be spoFen

  Aives from secure identity rather than reputation management

  Remains near Jesus when fear encourages distance
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  'llows failure to produce humility and deeper dependence

  Returns to Jesus when weaFness is exposed

  Aearns faithfulness from the faithful King



DEEP ACTIVATION

Where am I calculating the cost of devotion instead of considering the worth of 
Jesus?

Is there something precious I have been unwilling to pour out because it feels 
too costly?

Have I confused being around the things of Jesus with actually surrendering 
every part of myself to Him?

Where am I most tempted to say, "I would never," because I am more conzdent 
in myself than I realike?

What weaxness do I need to acxnowledge instead of pretending it does not 
eFist?

What would it loox lixe for me to "watch and pray" in that area?

Is there a cup I have been asxing the Cather to remove?

Nan I honestly tell Him what I want while still trusting Him enough to say, "Yot 
what I will, but what Aou will"?

Where has pressure been tempting me to become someone di-erent from who 
Jesus is forming me to be?

qm I spending unnecessary energy defending myself against accusations, mis(
understandings, or opinions?

Where might secure identity allow me to remain silent?
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Where does truth re)uire me to speax?

Have fear, disappointment, or self(preservation caused me to begin following 
Jesus at a distance?

What practices, relationships, or distractions have )uietly increased that dis(
tance?

What failure have I allowed to become part of my identity?

Nan I receive conviction without turning it into condemnation?

What is Jesus trying to form in me through something I wish had never hap(
pened?

Where do I need to stop trusting my promises to Jesus and begin trusting His 
faithfulness toward me?

What would change this weex if I believed faithfulness was formed through 
nearness, prayer, surrender, and dependence rather than willpower?



DECLARATION

Jesus is worthy of my wholehearted devotion.

I will not calculate the minimum surrender required.

I gladly pour out my life before the King.

I belong completely to Him.

My conzdence is not in the strength of my promises.

My conzdence is in the faithfulness of Jesus.

I recognike my weaFness and choose dependence.

I watch.

I pray.

I remain near.

I bring my desires honestly before the ,ather.

I trust His heart even when obedience is costly.

I can pray" ANbba" ,ather.A

I can asF honestly for another way.

Nnd I can still say" AYot what I will" but what Pou will.A

Wressure will not determine who I become.
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,ear will not determine my allegiance.

I do not need to answer every accusation.

My identity is secure in the King.

I will not follow Jesus at a distance.

-hen I fail" I will not hide from Him.

I will allow grace to turn failure into formation.

I release self)conzdence.

I receive deeper dependence.

Jesus remains faithful even when my strength fails.

His faithfulness is forming faithfulness in me.

I will remain with the King.



FINAL THOUGHT

Mark 14 begins with a woman holding an alabaster jar.

By every ordinary measurement, what she does makes little sense.

The perfume is valuable.

The moment is temporary.

The observers call it waste.

But she sees something they do not.

Jesus is worth it.

She breaks the jar.

She pours everything out.

And before the chapter ends, Jesus will do the same.

Not with perfume.

With Himself.

At the table He takes bread.

Breaks it.

Gives it.

"This is My body."
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He takes the cup.

"This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many."

Then He enters a garden.

And there, away from the crowds and miracles, we see what faithfulness actually 
costs.

Jesus is deeply grieved.

He wants another way.

He asks the Father if the cup can pass.

There is no pretending.

No performance.

No spiritual bravado.

Only honesty.

Relationship.

Trust.

Surrender.

"Not what I will, but what You will."

Meanwhile, His closest friends cannot remain awake.

Judas approaches with a kiss.

The disciples scatter.

Witnesses lie.

Religious leaders condemn.

Peter follows at a distance.

Then Peter denies even knowing Him.
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Almost everyone around Jesus becomes less faithful as the pressure increases.

Jesus becomes the clearest picture of faithfulness precisely because the pres-
sure increases.

That may be the heart of Mark 14.

Faithfulness is easy to imagine before Gethsemane.

Peter imagined it.

"Even if everyone else falls away, I will not."

He meant it.

But intention had not yet become formation.

Peter believed faithfulness was something he could produce through determi-
nation.

Jesus reveals that faithfulness is sustained somewhere deeper.

In intimacy.

In prayer.

In dependence.

In surrender.

Peter says:

"I will never."

Jesus says:

"Abba, Father."

Peter relies upon the strength of his commitment.

Jesus rests His obedience in relationship with the Father.

One collapses under pressure.
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The other remains faithful through it.

And yet Peter's failure is not the end of his story.

The rooster crows.

Peter remembers.

And Peter weeps.

The sound that announces his failure also begins his awakening.

Because Jesus already knew.

Before Peter denied Him, Jesus knew.

Before Peter failed, Jesus knew.

Before Peter discovered the limits of his own strength, Jesus knew.

And Jesus still loved him.

Still called him.

Still went to the cross for him.

Perhaps that is where Mark 14 Knally brings us.

xingdom maturity is not becoming convinced that we will never fail.

It is becoming convinced that Jesus never will.

Our conKdence slowly moves away from:

"I would never."

Toward:

"Jesus, keep me near."

We stop trusting our ability to make impressive promises.

We learn to watch.
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We learn to pray.

We learn to surrender.

We learn to remain.

And when weakness is e(posed, we allow grace to bring us closer instead of 
shame driving us farther away.

The woman pours out the perfume.

Jesus pours out Himself.

Judas sells Him.

The disciples abandon Him.

Peter denies Him.

But Jesus remains faithful.

)pauseC

And perhaps the deepest invitation of Mark 14 is not:

"?an you promise Jesus that you will never fail8"

It is:

"Will you remain close enough to Him that His faithfulness can keep forming 
yours8"

Because xingdom maturity is not ultimately conKdence in our ability to hold onto 
Jesus.

It is learning to live from conKdence in the One who remains faithful all the way 
to the cross.


